
Crime, in one way or another, affects
every family in every town and city across
the country. It is my primary goal as chief
law-enforcement officer of the state to
keep our citizens safe.

Attention must be focused, not only on
bringing criminals to justice, but also on
bringing healing to crime victims and their
loved ones. My office works every day to
help victims regain a sense of security and
to begin to rebuild their lives.

Mike Beebe
Arkansas Attorney General

For more information,
visit www.ag.state.ar.us 

or call 1-800-448-3014.
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RIGHTS
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If you’re a
victim of

,



The right to be present
• A victim can be present at any proceeding where the

defendant has a right to be present, unless the court
determines that the victim’s presence will jeopardize the
defendant’s right to a fair trial.

• Employers may not discharge or discipline a victim for
participating in the criminal-justice system.

The right to be informed
• The availability of victim services and compensation

must be explained.

• Victims must be notified of critical events in the
criminal-justice system.

• Victims must be notified of any pre-trial or post-trial
release of the defendant.

• Victims must be provided with information concerning a
defendant’s appeals or post-conviction remedies.

The right to submit
victim-impact statements

• During sentencing proceedings and parole hearings,
victims may submit a victim-impact statement, either
written or oral. The statement may include information
about the effects of the crime on the victim, the
circumstances surrounding the crime, or the manner in
which the crime was perpetrated.

The right to basic privacy
• Victims cannot be compelled to disclose their

residential address or place of employment when
testifying, unless the court determines it is necessary.

• Law-enforcement agencies are prohibited from
disclosing the identity of the victims of sexual crimes,
except under certain conditions.

• A victim’s address and phone number are exempt
from the Freedom of Information Act.

Under Arkansas law,
crime victims are afforded basic rights

The following agencies can provide information to a
victim concerning the investigation, prosecution,
incarceration, or other matters involving the defendant’s
progress through the Arkansas justice system.
• Arkansas Attorney General’s Office
• Investigating Law-Enforcement Agency
• Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
• Department of Correction
• Post-Prison Transfer Board
• State Hospital

Arkansas Crime Victims
Reparations Program

The Arkansas Crime Victims Reparations program was
created to provide a method of compensating and
assisting victims and their dependents who have suffered
personal injury or death as the result of a violent crime,
including DWI. Economic losses covered under the program
include medical care, counseling, rehabilitation, work-loss,
crime scene clean-up, and funeral expenses. The program
is funded through the collection of fees from criminal
offenders, as well as by federal grants provided through the
Victims of Crime Act.

Applications for crime victims’
compensation can be requested by calling

(501) 682-1020 or 1-800-448-3014
or by visiting www.ag.state.ar.us.

To ensure that your rights are protected, you should:
• Designate the victim or a

representative of the victim’s
family to be the party receiving
information about the related
criminal matter;

• Always keep the proper authorities,
including the prosecutor’s office,
informed of the name, address, and
telephone number of the victim or
victim’s representative;

• Cooperate with the
prosecution at all
stages of the trial;

• Maintain a file of all written
correspondence regarding
the victimization and
related criminal matters.


